
3.1 This is not a 

composite product. 

It is a product of 

animal origin (POAO) 

(e.g. fresh chicken, 

tandoori).

5.1 This is not a 

composite product 

because the plant 

product must be integral 

to  the processing of the 

product (i.e. not just for 

flavouring or 

manufacturing reasons)

5.

Does the plant product do 

anything other than facilitate 

processing or add special 

characteristics?

6. This is a 

composite product 

(e.g. lasagne, pizza, 

cream liqueurs, 

chicken burrito).

Go to CP2 - 

Composite Product 

Exempt or Not 

Exempt Import 

Decision Tree

Yes

No

2.1 This is not a 

composite 

product. It may be 

an animal by 

product (e.g. pet 

food).

Note: An importer must 

follow decision tree 

from beginning to end 

to understand full import 

requirements for their 

product. 

No

4.1 This is not a 

composite product 

because it may be a 

compound product 

requiring different 

certificates for 

different components 

(e.g. salmon, butter). 

Consult guidance for POAO 

imports, here: https://

www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-

or-moving-live-animals-animal-

products-and-high-risk-food-

and-feed-not-of-animal-origin 

Consult guidance for POAO 

imports, here: https://

www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-

or-moving-live-animals-animal-

products-and-high-risk-food-

and-feed-not-of-animal-origin 

Start

I Don’t Know Yes

No

5.2

If the processing of the animal product involves adding 

plant product (e.g. oil) as part of the processing or if 

the plant product is only added to give extra flavour or 

other “special characteristics” (e.g. herbs and spices 

added to a processed sausage) then these products 

do not automatically become composite products and 

would remain dairy products or meat products, etc.

3.2

‘Processing’ means any action 

that substantially alters the initial 

product, including heating, 

smoking, curing, maturing, 

drying, marinating, extraction, 

extrusion or a combination of 

those processes as set out in 

Retained Regulation 852/2004 

1.2 This is a 

composite product 

(e.g. lasagne, pizza, 

cream liqueurs, 

chicken burrito). Go 

to CP2 - Composite 

Product Exempt or 

Not Exempt Import 

Decision Tree

I Don’t Know I Don’t Know

Is your product a composite product?

Consult with your official vet 

and the BCP of entry if you are 

unsure if your product is a 

composite product or on import 

requirements 

IMPORTANT: This should be 

used for EU-GB imports only. 

Different rules apply for EU-

GB exports.

4.

 Does the 

product contain plant 

products?

3.

Are all of the products of 

animal origin in the product 

processed? 

Yes

2.  

Are you importing a foodstuff 

intended for human 

consumption?

1. 

Are you importing a 

composite 

product?

Yes

No

Yes

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-or-moving-live-animals-animal-products-and-high-risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-or-moving-live-animals-animal-products-and-high-risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin
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